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Dates Of Special Interest

January
3 Students return PM
8 Student departure day
10 Students return PM
15 End of 2" quarter
Student departure day
18 Martin Luther King Day
Students return PM
22 Student departure day
24 Students return PM
29 Student departure day
31 Students return PM
February
5 Student departure day
7 Students return PM
12 Student departure day
14 Students return PM
19 Mid-quarter
Student departure day
21 Students return PM
26 Student departure day
28 Students return PM

Message from the Director

Alex H. Slappey *

Cold, Snow, and Transportation
Winter Transportation in Wisconsin

| have a fairly set routine when | come in on most
Monday mornings. First of course is to have a good,
hot, strong up of black coffee. After checking my
emails | generally check the week’s weather forecast
online. This morning | learned that we are expecting
a major winter storm with as much as a foot of snow

and sub zero wind chills on Tuesday evening thru
Wednesday.

This means I’'m going to have to get my ATV off the
trailer and attach the plow tonight. | still remember
that year when | didn’t have the plow ready and had
to do it on a cold concrete garage floor. This year Ill
do it on a cold dirt floor in the back shed. Birr...

With winter comes the wonderful experience known
as “WSD Homegoing Transportation” and the need
to remind ourselves about the ins and outs of this
event.

The act of safely transporting large numbers of
school children across the state in a timely manner
is a complex one fraught with all kinds of problems
and obstacles. With that in mind, I’'m submitting my
annual transportation article explaining all the
aspects of winter homegoing transportation.

At WSD, the weekly homegoing transportation, a
complicated process at best, becomes exponentially
more difficult in bad weather. Most parents only see
their children get on or off the bus or plane at the
designated place and time. They don’t realize that
there is a long chain of events leading up to that
moment. It all starts in the residential hall with the
Transportation Coordinator, an overworked and
underpaid individual whose successes are taken for
granted and whose errors are never forgotten.

“If all difficulties were known at the outset of a long
journey,
most of us would never start out at all.”
William F. Buckley Jr.

Among the Transportation Coordinator’s many
responsibilities is that of making sure that all those
students scheduled to return home on Friday and to
school on Sunday are listed on the right route sheet
with the right drop off/pick up locations each week.
This would seem simple on the surface, but is
actually a never ending nightmare as parents call to
change plans, students want to visit with each other,

BETWIEEN US... This is a newsletter for parents of the students of the Wisconsin School for the Deaf. Approximately cight issucs are planned for
the 2009-2010 school year. Parents are invited to send newsworthy items to the school office.

The Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction does not discriminate on the basis of sex, race, religion, age, national origin, ancestry, creed,
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Director's message cont.

the athletes are staying at WSD over the weekend,
and a myriad of other events that affect the
homegoing process. Last minute changes wreak
havoc with the process and sometimes result in
confusion and mistakes. This is why we have
deadlines for visitation approval and other such
requests. Despite our best efforts mistakes are
made, yet if you consider how many homegoings
occur each year and the number of students
involved, the percentage is extremely minor. If | had
a batting average like that I'd be the greatest hitter in
baseball history.

There’s also the headache of trying to keep eight
buses and two planes running on time. Every time
someone is late to pick up their child(ren) and the
bus or plane has to wait it has a domino effect. If
departure is delayed at each stop for a mere 10
minutes, the buses can arrive an hour late at their
last stop. Needless to say, the parents at the last
stop don’t appreciate this which is why we stress
that parents make every effort to be on time. Ifit's a
Sunday pick up and the parents are late, then the
buses/planes depart at a set time. As a result,
sometimes students miss the bus and end up
remaining home for the week, a very undesirable
situation.

Now, with all these factors, throw bad weather into
the picture. | don’t mean a little rain, think of a real
Wisconsin snowfall or freezing rain. These
conditions can obviously result in the cancellation or
delay of some or all of the buses or planes. Now the
fun is just starting, WSD must then contact the
parents of all those students and inform them of the
changes. This is the reason why we require up-to-
the-date contact information, including emergency
numbers. If we can’t contact you, we can’t inform
you of the changes.

There are also the variations of local weather
conditions. Did you know that it can be sunny and
pleasant in Delavan while there’s a blizzard in
Tomah? It can also be perfectly beautiful when we
leave Delavan and then a real snow squall can close
the roads in the Baraboo area. The buses that go
near Lake Michigan deal with lake effect storms
which can crop up without notice and blow as
furiously as a blizzard.

Back in the early 1990s one of our buses got stuck
in such a sudden storm and the students had to
spend the night in a gymnasium. Of course we got
blamed all up and down for allowing the buses to run

in a dangerous situation, angry phone calls were
commonplace for the next couple of days. But we
had no warning about the storm and the chaperones
and driver made the correct decision once they
realized the severity of the local storm. This is
Wisconsin, you can't really predict all the weather.

When the weather is looking iffy the bus company
and the airline pilots make the decision as to
whether to go or not. They contact us at WSD and
discuss the situation. The drivers and the pilots are
the people whom we entrust with the safety and
welfare of the children so we listen to them carefully.

With winter bearing down on us again it's good to
remember all that goes into the transportation
decisions. Please remember to make sure we have
your most up-to-the-date contact information
including emergency numbers. Also please make
every effort to reach the pickup/drop off points on
time. We all need to work together to make the
transportation program successful.

Have a safe and happy winter.

WSD Birthgays ¥

November

2 Sarah Hau

4 Zachary Henry

6 Jordan Gatch

9 Merrick Frei
Wyatt Keller

14 Erich Wohlfarth
18 Jesus Romero
20 Travis Olson

2 Kadedra Jackson
26 Veronica Duran

December
2 Damon Hopp
8 Alexander Kronforst

12 Guadalupe Jacuinde-Gaspar
18 Jhada Meyer

19 Marizol Bravo
24 Hannah Rees
Jed Eldred

28 Roberto Gonzalez
29 Briana Roberston



December 11, 2009

Vol. 28, No. 02

WSD birthdays cont.

January

2 Jon Post

6 Alejandro Evangelista
Caille Kangas

7 Skyler Meyer

10 Gunner Hahn

19 Amber Graser
Dylan Puent

29  Shaniquia Felton

31 Ariana Eldred

Congratulations

' Quarter Honors:

HS Petrfect Attendance
Aroosa Bhatti

Tristan Bollig

Brady Weston

Branduan Carter
Veronica Duran
Guadalupe Jacinde-Gaspar
Patrick Jennison
Nicholas Johnson
Taylor KKoss

Leneta Meyers

Charles Moritz

Bradley Persson

Shane Tisa

Kayla Waters

Sierra Weinfurtner

Mai Yang

MS Petfect Attendance
Elizabeth Besaw

Dakota Bishop

Kalu Cha

Gunner Hahn

Darion Henderson
Alexander Kubiske

Toni Lovrek

Daniel Orizaba

Jose Zepeda-Amador

Elementary Perfect Attendance
Laela Chapin

Roberto Gonzales
Wryatt Ieller
Hannah Puent




**Congratulations to Firebirds Football Team for winning
back-to-back National Deaf Prep 8-man football
champions along with four All-American selections,
Running Back Tony Davis, Linemen Patrick Jennison and
Cody Gannon, and Defensive Back Jose Castillo.

**Big hand-waves to senior Ashley Wagner for being
selected three times as Deaf Digest Sports Volleyball
All-American.**

**The Special Olympics Bowling Team went to State on
Saturday December 5th. Alvin Horton and Shana Tisa as a
team won a Silver 2™ place medal. Congratulations!

Varsity Boys/Girls Basketball

Varsity Boys and Girls, and Cheer squad will participate in Central State Schools
for the Deaf (Indianapolis, IN) and Great Plain Schools for the Deaf (Council
Bluff, IA) basketball tournaments on the weekends of January 28-30 and
February 11-13, respectively.

California School for the Deaf - Fremont invites our defending National Deaf
Prep Basketball Division IT Champion Varsity Boys team for the Cleric Classic
Basketball Tournament on the weekend of January 14-16. It is a big honor to be
part of this tournament. The updated information regarding these basketball
tournaments will be posted in First Class: Sports Info and on the WSD website,
www.wsd.k12.wi.us

Pray that the weather will cooperate for the entire season. Come and support us!

Boys' Varsity Basketball Schedule

|Date: |Opponent/Location Time/Score | Record
IMon ~ Nov 30 |Keith @ WSD 32-29 | 1-0
|Tue~ Dec 8 |@ Union Grove Christian — rescheduled to 2/8 |  600pm |

|Thur ~ Dec 10 Trinity Academy @ WSD | 6:00pm P
|Tue ~ Dec 15 @ Mountain Top 6:00pm -
[Tue ~ Jan 5 @ Norris JV 4:00pm -
[Thur ~ Jan 7 @ Grace Christian Academy 7:30pm -
[Mon ~ Jan 11 Rock County Christian @ WSD | 430pm | -




[Thur - Sat ~ Jan 14 - 16 Cleric Classic @ Fremont School for the Deaf |  TBA | -
[Tue ~ Jan 19 |@ Keith | 600pm | -
[Mon ~ Jan 25 INorris JV @ WSD | 400pm | -
[Thur - Sat ~ Jan 28 - 30 CSSD @ Indiana | ™A | -
[Tue ~ Feb 9 @ Trinity Academy 6:00pm :
[Thur - Sat ~ Feb 11 - 13 |GPSD @ lowa TBA -
[Tue ~ Feb 16 [Mountain Top @ WSD 6:00pm | -
Thur ~ Feb 18 |@ Rock County Christian | 430pm | -
Tue ~ Feb 23 |Union Grove Christian @ WSD | 6:00pm |
Thur ~ Feb 25 |Grace Christian Academy @ WSD |  6:00pm |
Girls' Varsity Basketball Schedule
|Date: |Opponent/Location | Time/Score | Record
Mon ~ Nov 30 [Keith @ WSD | 34-60 | 0-1
Tue~ Dec 8 |@ Union Grove Christian — rescheduled to 2/8 |  430pm | -
Thur ~ Dec 10 Trinity Academy @ WSD |  430pm | -
[Tue ~ Dec 15 @ Mountain Top | 4:30pm | -
[Thur ~ Jan 7 @ Grace Christian Academy |  600pm | -
|Tue ~Jan12 |Maranatha Baptist Academy @ WSD 4:30pm
Tue ~ Jan 19 |@ Keith 4:30pm -
Thur ~ Jan 21 |@ Maranatha Baptist Academy 4:30pm
Thur - Sat ~ Jan 28 - 30 |CSSD @ Indiana |  TBA I
Tue ~ Feb 9 |@ Trinity Academy | 430pm | -
[Thur - Sat ~ Feb 11 - 13 GPSD @ lowa | T™A | -
Tue ~ Feb 16 Mountain Top @ WSD |  430pm | -
Tue ~ Feb 23 Union Grove Christian @ WSD | 430pm |
[Thur ~ Feb 25 Grace Christian Academy @ WSD | 4:30pm |
Boys' Middle School Basketball Schedule A Team
|Date Opponent/Location | Time/Score | Record
Mon ~ Nov 23 el MR 35-7 1-0
Mon ~ Nov 23 SoVR LIRS FolmAmEnt: e sk 14 - 41 =
IMon ~ Nov 30 @ Woods 22 - 47 | -2
Tue ~ Dec1 |Williams Bay @ WSD 28 - 27 90
Thur ~ Dec 3 |@ Faith Christian 35-18 3-2
Mon ~ Dec 7 |Our Redeemer Lutheran School @ WSD 4:00 [ -
Tue ~ Dec 8 |@ Delavan Christian School l 4:00 | -
[Mon ~ Dec 14 \Woods @ WSD | 4:00 | -
Tue ~ Dec 15 @ Williams Bay | 5:00 e
[Thur ~ Jan 5 St Andrew's @ WSD | 4:00 | -




Thur ~ Jan 7 |@ Our Redeemer Lutheran 4:00 -
Mon ~ Jan 11 |@ St Andrew's 4:00 2
[Tue ~ Jan 19 |Faith Christian School @ WSD | 4:00 -
Boys' Middle School Basketball Schedule B Team
Date |0pponenb’Location Time/Score Record
Mon ~ Nov 16 [1st day of practice - -
[Mon ~ Nov 30 |@ Woods | 24 - 31 | 0-1
|Thur ~ Dec 3 @ Faith Christian | 23 - 14 | 1-1
[Mon ~ Dec 7 Our Redeemer Lutheran School @ WSD | 5:00 | -
Tue ~ Dec 8 |@ Delavan Christian School | 5:00 %
Mon ~ Dec 14 |Woods @ WSD 5:00 -
Thur ~ Jan 5 |St Andrew's @ WSD 5:00 -
Thur ~ Jan 7 |@ Our Redeemer Lutheran 5:00 -
Mon ~ Jan 11 |@ St Andrew's 5:00 -
[Tue ~ Jan 19 |Faith Christian School @ WSD | 5:00 -
Girls' Middle School Basketball Schedule A Team

IDate |Opponent/Location | Time/Score | Record
Mon ~ Nov 16 |1st day of practice | - -
Tue ~ Nov 24 a;rs% I;p'-:c:ift;'ournament @l 14 - 31 0-1
Tue ~ Nov 24 sl 6-44 0-2
Tue ~ Dect |Williams Bay @ WSD | 30-17 | 1-2
[Thur ~ Dec 3 Faith Christian @ WSD | 13- 44 | 1-3
[Mon ~ Dec 7 @ Our Redeemer Lutheran School | 4:00 -
[Tue ~ Dec 8 |Delavan Christian School @ WSD | 4:00 -
Mon ~ Dec 14 |@ St Andrew's 4:00 -
Tue ~ Dec 15 |@ Williams Bay 4:00 :
Thur ~ Jan 7 |Our Redeemer Lutheran @ WSD 4:00 -
[Mon ~ Jan 11 St Andrew's @ WSD | 4:00 -
[Tue ~ Jan 12 Woods @ WSD | 4:00 | -
[Thur ~ Jan 14 @ Woods | 4:00 | -
[Tue ~ Jan 19 Faith Christian School @ WSD [ 4:00 | -

HAPPY HOLIDAYS from the WSD

Athletic Department!




**Letter from FABC Board -

To our beloved WSD Firebirds Fans,

It is our pleasure to continue working with prepsonthenet.com to feature
live/taped video of our varsity girls and boys basketball games.
Prepsonthenet.com has provided us with high quality, high definition video
equipment.

Our head video technician, Darrick DuBois, has been coordinating events with
our highly skilled tech student, Tristan Bollig. Tristan will also serve as our
Firebird reporter. This website will be like a Deaf ESPN!

It is easy to sign up for a subscription and enjoy watching the live games.
Players can also order high-def DVDs of basketball games. Thirty percent of
revenues from these subscriptions and DVD purchases will be donated to the
Firebird Athletic Booster Club fund.

Live Video Game(s):
1 game =$3.95
Unlimited games/mo = $9.95

*Unlimited games a month offers a better deal so you can watch taped games
anytime on the Internet if you miss the live game. All of our games will be
stored at prepsonthenet.com for 10 years!

“Hardwired High Speed Broadband connections will show the videos more
clearly than wireless systems.

*Some away games may not shown live if host school gyms don't have high
speed Internet access. However, our video tech will upload the game
immediately when we get back to WSD.

Lastly, we want to thank prepsonthenet.com for giving WSD families (especially
those who live a great distance away) an opportunity to watch their kids' games
online.

Go Firebirds!
EABC Board



PSA: Parent/Staff Association FAQs

1. What is PSA? PSA is a group of parents and staff from WSD who
raise money for scholarships for graduating seniors.

2. How can | be involved if | don’t live close? There are a few ways.

a. We are hoping to start online meetings for information
sharing and generating ideas.

b. Support PSA through our fundraising efforts such as
Campbell’s Soup Labels, Box Tops 4 Education Labels and
Marketplace, Tyson Chicken Labels, or Kemp’s Milk Caps.
Send labels and caps to WSD with your child.

c. Purchase PSA items at Registration Day, Homecoming, and
the Winter Program.

3. How much time do | have to commit? The time is minimal and is
on your own time. No meetings, no deadlines, just a few minutes
to read and comment on an email, a few minutes to snip a label
or order online, or a half hour or so to sit at the PSA table at
Homecoming or the Winter Program.

4. What are the benefits of helping with PSA? The most important
benefit is you are supporting your child’s school. Funds raised go
directly to scholarships for graduating seniors or purchases for the
school or dorm.

5. Who should | contact if | am interested in more information?
Feel free to contact David Copeland, PSA Treasurer at
david.copeland@wsd.k12.wi.us or Rene Ambrose, PSA Secretary

at rene.ambrose@wsd.k12.wi.us.




PSA Fundraisers:

Registration Day: Coffee and donuts and PSA apparel
Homecoming: PSA t-shirts/sweatshirts
Winter Program: PSA t-shirts/sweatshirts/holiday gifts

Campbell Soup Labels: Labels are collected, counted and sent to the
Campbell’s company to purchase items from their catalogue such as
videotapes/dvds for the library, balls for recess, books, etc.

BoxTops4Education: Boxtops are collected from a variety of products
found at your local grocer and counted for an exchange of $.05 per
Boxtop. A check is sent to WSD two times per year to help pay for
scholarships.

BoxTops4Education Marketplace: Register at the Boxtops website to
order items online. If you designate WSD as your school, a percentage
of your total will be given to WSD and added to our Boxtop check.
Money goes directly to scholarships.

Tyson Project A+: This is new for WSD. Look for Tyson Project A+ labels
on Tyson chicken products, cut the label and send to WSD with your
son or daughter. For each label, $.24 will be donated to WSD/PSA for
scholarships.

Kemps’ Nickels for Schools: Send Kemps milk caps or specially marked
proof of purchase symbols to WSD. For each milk cap or proof of
purchase symbol, $.05 will be donated to WSD to be used for WSD/PSA
scholarships.



8™ ANNUAL STATEWIDE FAMILY CONFERENCE

For families of children who are hard of hearing, deaf,
deafblind, and deaf with additional disabilities

“EMPOWERING 215T CENTURY

LEADERS & LEARNERS”
SAVE THE DATE!
MARCH 12-14, 2010

Madison Concourse Hotel

Highlights from this year’s conference...
Keynote speaker, Susan Elliott, Colorado Teacher of D/HH — Teacher of the Year
Raising a 21* Century Student

Beginning and advanced level breakout sessions and discussion groups on practical topics are scheduled
and tentatively include:

Getting to Know You Discussion Groups

Intentional Communication About a Child

Benefits of Dialogue Journals

Spectrum of Interpreting

Ensuring Success for Deaf Children: ASL as a Foundation for English

Visual 1EPs

Alcohol and Drug Abuse: What is the Impact on Our D/HH Community
ABCs of Audiology

Cultural Reciprocity

Emerging Assistive Technologies for People Who are Deaf or Hard of Hearing
How to Talk to Your Child About Relationship and Sex

Hearing Loss, Babies and Their Parents: What do we do?

Technology Room with Hands-on Demonstrations, Exhibitors and Resources
Parent Panel Discussion: Strategies for Empowering and Encouraging Independence in Your
Child

e Kid Panel Discussion for middle/high school kids

This affordable conference offers families (including grandparents and extended family)....
Well-supervised and fun-filled children’s activities while parents are in workshops
Opportunities to meet other families around the state

Opportunities to meet and learn from Hard of Hearing and Deaf adult role models
Silent Auction to raise money for scholarships

Please contact Laurie Nelson at 608-822-3756 v/ity
888-656-8556 — toll-free message number
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